EXPLANATORY VIRTUES AND

Do people believe conspiracy theories
have qualities typical of good
explanations?

Our predictions: (1) belief in a conspiracy will
increase ascriptions of explanatory virtues, (2) some
explanatory virtues will be more strongly correlated
with belief in conspiracy theories than others, and
(3) conspiracies will be perceived as better
explanations when they try to refute official versions
of events.

Methods. In two within-subjects experiments
(n=301 & n=335), we presented passages by
conspiracy theorists (a direct explanation or a
refutation explanation) and collected ratings for six
explanatory virtues.

Results. (1) In general, participants thought
conspiracies have explanatory virtues, (2) Some
virtues were more characteristic of conspiracies
than others, (3) when conspiracies were framed as
refutations, they were less likely to be ascribed
explanatory virtues, except perceived expertise.

Future work will compare ascriptions of explanatory
virtues in conspiracies and official explanations to
determine if ascription of virtue predicts tendency
to believe a conspiracy rather than the official
version.

BELIEF IN CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Patricia Mirabile (Sorbonne University)

Zachary Horne (Arizona State University)

Experiment 1

P
o

More likely to have virtue)

w 1N

@) ()

—e—
[
——
—o—
—o—

Explanatory Virtue Judgments

| -
()]
c
O
L
3.0 -
" QO o O O
& & {\\6@ & é,\& °
Q)KQ Q\ \(\(b (QQ \@‘Q \0 \\}
& @Q’O o &£ O
S <
Virtue

Direct

Virtue Rating
conspiracy has virtue)
&)}

Virtue Rating
(Proportion agree conspiracy has virtue)
o
@)
o

\

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Pre-Test Belief in Conspiracy Theory

Refutation

O)
1

conspiracy has virtue)
AN

——

Virtue Rating

=

(Higher
w

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Pre-Test Belief in Conspiracy Theory

Explanatory Virtue Judgments
(Proportion agree conspiracy has virtue)

Virtue Rating
(Proportion agree conspiracy has virtue)
o
o)
o

0.75 -

O
)
O

O
N
o

0.00 -

SND

sciences

normes Arizona State
decision University

Experiment 2

I

[
SRR

Condition

® Direct
Refutation

1.00 1

o

~

ol
1

o
N
o1

0.00 -

1.00

o

~

o1
1

O
N
&)

Direct

/ Virtue

/ - Simplicity
//

Breadth

Coherence
— Expertise

Mechanism

Understanding

i

2 3 4 5 6

Pre-Test Belief in Conspiracy Theory

Refutation

7

Virtue
Breadth

—
=

0.00 -

Coherence

— Expertise

~ Mechanism
Simplicity
Understanding

i

2 3 4 5 6
Pre-Test Belief in Conspiracy Theory

7




